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Reaſons againFt Popery, m a Letter from Mr, W1l- 
liam Chillirgworth to his friend Hr, Lewger, 
7, 


| Good Mr, Lewger, 


Hough I am reſolved not to be much aflited 

at that which is not in my power to Help, yer 

I cannot deny but the loſs of a Friend goes 

very near to my heart, and by this name of 2 

Friend, I did preſume, till of fzte, that I mighe have 
called you ; becauſe though perhaps for want of power 
and oportunity I have done you no good office, yer I 
have always becn willing and ready to do you the beſt 
Service I could, and therefore I cannot but admire ar 
your affeted ſtrangencſs which in your laſt Letter to me 
you ſeem to take upon you ; renouncing in a manner all 
Relation to me, and tacitly Excommunicatiaz me from 
all Intereſt in you. The Superſcription of your Letter is 
to Mr, VWill:am Chillingnorth, and the Subſcription Johz 
Lewger, as if you either diſdained, or made a Conſcience 
of ſtiling me your Friexd, or your ſelf mine, If this 
procecd from paſſ10z and weakneſs pray mend it; if from 
reaſon pray ſhew it: If you: think me one of thoſe to 
whom St. Joz forbids you-to ſay (Gbd ſar'e jou) then 
you are'to think and prove me one of thole Deceivers, 
which deny Chrift Jeſus to be conte in the fleſh * Tf you think 
me an Heretic, and therefore to be avoided, you muſt 
A 2 prove 
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prove ime to b& dunwnalzelw, rordemnrd by mine own Judge 
ment, Which 1 know I am not, and therefore think you” 
cannat, Tf yau ſay I do not har the Church, and theres 
fore ant to be eſteemed an Heather or Publican, you 
are to prove then that by the Church is. meant the Church 
of Rome, and yet when you have done ſo, I hope Chr:. 
ft:ans are not forbidden ro ſhew humanity and civility even - 
to Pazans £ | | 
- For God's ſake Mr. Lenger free your ſelf trom this 
Hind Zeal, at leaſt for alittle ſpace, and conſider with 
reaſon and moderation, what ſtrange Crime you can 
charge me with that ſhould deſerve this ſtrange uſage, 
eſpecially from you: Is it a Crime with all my under- 
ſtanding to endeavour to find your Religion true, and to 
make my {elf a believer of it, and not to be able to do 
ſo> Is it a crim to imploy all my reaſon upon the Ju- 
ſtification of the Infallibility of the Roman-Church , and 
to find it impoſſible eto bejuſtified > I will call God to 
witneſs, who knows my heart better than you do, that 
I have evened theScale of my Judgment,as muchas poſſibly. | 
I could, and have not willingly allowed one grain of | 


worldly morives on either fide, but have werghed the rea- 
ſons for jour Religion, and againft ir, with ſuch indifference, 
| as if there were nothing in the world but God and my | 
ſelf; and is it my faylt that the Scale goes down- which 
; hath the moſt weight in it that the Building falls thar 
\ hath a falſe foundation > Have you ſuch power over your 
3 underſtanding, that you can believe: what you pleaſe, 
= though you ſee no Reaſon > Or that you can ſuſpend 
your belief, - when you ſee Reaſon? If you. have, I 
pray for old Friendſhip's ſake, teach me this trick, and 


[ until I have learned ir, I pray blame me not for going 
| | | | the 


"IPL: - 
the ordinary way, I mean for believing, or not befievin 
as | ſee reaſon, If you can; convince me of milf 
oppoſition againſt the kvown Truth ; of negligence in freking 
it, of <zwUlingneſs to find it, of preferring remporal re- 
ſpecs before it, or of any other faule which is in my 
power to amend, that is indeed a fault, if I mend it 
not; be as angry with me as you pleaſe, but to im- 

- pute to me 17oluxtary Errors, . or that I do not ſee that 
which I would ſee, bur cannot; or that I will not 
profeſs that which I do not believe; certainly this-is a 
far more unreaſonable errour, then any you can juſtly. 
charge me with ; for let me tell you, the imputing. 
Soctniamſme to me (whoſoever was the Author of it) 
was a wicked and groundleſs Slander. Perhaps you will 
ſay (for this is the uſual Song of. that fide) Pride s 
a voluntary fault, and with this I am juſtly chargeable, 
for forſaking the Guide that God hath appointed me 
to follow : but what if I torſook it; becauſe I-choughe 
I had reaſon to fear it was one of thoſe blind Guides, 
| which whoſoever blindly follows, is threatned by our 
Saviour, that both he and his Guide ſhall fall into the 
Ditch? then I hope you will grant it was zot Pride, 
but Conſcience, that moved me to do ſo; for as it is 
wiſe humility to obey thole whom God hath ſet over 
me, ſo is it ſinful credulity to follow every man, or 
every Church, that without warrant will take upon them 
to guide me : ſhew then ſome good and evident title 
which your Church -of Rome hath to this Office; pro- 
duce but one reaſon for_it, which upon tryal will 
not finally be reſolved and vaniſhed into incertainty, 
and it I yield not unto' it, ſay, if you pleaſe, I am as 
proud as Lucifer. 
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In the mean time give me leave to think it range; and 

- not far from a Prodigy, that this Doctrine of the Rowan 
Churches being the Guidz of Faith (if it betrue DoQrine) 
ſhould cither not be known-to the Evanzebſts, or if it 
were'known to them, yet being Wiſe and Good Men, 
they ſhould either be ſo envious of the Churches Happi- 
neſs, or ſo forgetful of the Work they took in hand, 
which was to write the Whole Goſpel of Chritt, as that not 
fo much as one of them ſhould mention fo mich as once 


this ſo neceſlary part of the Goſpel , without the belict 


whereof there is no Salvation, and with the beliet where- 
of, unleſs men be ſnatched away by ſudden death, there 
is hardly any damnation. Ir is evident they do all of them 
with one conſent ſpeak very plainly of many things of no 


importance in compariſon hereof, and is it credible or 


indecd poſſible that with one conſent orrather conſpiracy, 
they ſhould beſo deeply filent concerning this Unum Ne- 
ceſſarium?* You may believe it if you can, for my part 
Icannor, utleſsIſee demonſtration for it's And it you 


ſay they ſend us to the Charch,* ind conſequently to the 


Church of Rome, this is to ſuppoſe that which can nevet be 
proved, that the Church of Rome is the only Church, and 


without this ſuppoſal upon the Diviſion of the Church, I 


am as far to ſeck for a Guide of my Faith as ever. 

"As for Example : In that Great Diviſion of the Church 
whenthe whole World wonder'd, faid St. Ferom, thar it 

was become Ar7:az, when Liberizs Pope of Rome (as St. 


Athanafius, St. Jerom, and St. Hilary teſtifie, ſubſcribed 


their Heteſie, and joyned in cottimunionwith them. : or 
in the Diviſion  betw1xr the Grert' and Roman Church 
about the Proceſi:on' of the Holy Ghoſt, wheti either fdh 


was the Church to it ſelf, and each part rn and 
Here. 


ern et > 
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Heretical tathe other : what direQion could I then; an 
' ignorant man,have found from the Textof Scripture, Vy- 
leff he hear the Church, let hinbe unto thee 4s an Heathen or 
a Publican : Opon this Rock mill Thuild my Church, and the 
Gates of Hell ſball not prevail againſt it. -- vn Fe 
Again, Give me leave to wonder that neither $, Pasl 
F: writing to the Rowars,ſhould ſo much asintimate this their 
bY privilcdge of Ifalibility, but rather on the contrary pur 
4 thenv tn tear inthe 1x Chapter, thatthey, as well as the 
| Jews, were tn danger of falling away) 

Thar St. Peter, the pretended Biſhop of Rome, writin 
two Catholick Epiſtles, mentioning his departure, ſhoul 
not once acquaint the Chriſtians whom hevrites to, what 
OIny were to follow after he was taken from 
them 1 1 1 |; 00. ED: 

Thatthe Writers of the New Teftament ſhould fo fre- 
quently warn men of Hereticks, falſe Chrifts, falſe Pro- 
phets, andnot once arm them againſt them, with letting 
them” know-this onely ſure means of 'avoiding their dan- 
ae] ea ws 1 | 

 Thatfo great apart of the'New Teftament ſhould be 
tmployed/about Amtichrist, and fo little, and indeed none 
Y ; arall,abour the Vicar of Chriſt, and the Guide of the 

2 Faithtul | EQS TENTS 2s To | 
= ' That our Saviour ſhould leave this only means for the 
Ending of Controverſies, and yet ſpeak fo obſcurely and 
ambiguouſly of ir, tharzowour Judge is the greateſt Cop- 
troverſie, and the greateſt hindranceof ending of them 1 

"Thar there ſhould be better evidence i the Scripture 
to jultifie the K1-gro this Office, - who' diſclaims 'it, than 
the Pope, who pretends to it ! | —— 


1] | ” That 


_ 


| That, St, Peter ſhould never exerciſe over the Apoſtles 
any one Atof FariſaiZion, 'not they ever give him any 
one Title of: Authorityoverthem |, - BY 49D. + D4 
That if the Apoſtles did-know/-that St, P2ter was made 
Head of them, when our Saviour ſaid; Thou 'art Peter, 
they. ſhould ſtill contend whoſhould be the Firſt, and 


that our Saviour ſhonld never tcl] them that St, Peter was 


mem. 2:13.40 ira ci 
- Thar St. Pawl Chould ſay he was nathinginferiour tothe 
very chief Apoſiles1 [207 
| That.the Catechument in the Primitive Church (hould 
never be taught this Foundation of their Faith, that the 
Church of Rome was the Guide of: their Faith 1 = 
\That_che .Fachers,' Tertullian, St, Ferow and Optatw, 
when they flew higheſt in recommendation of the Rowan 
Church, ſhould attribute no mote-unts her than to all 
Apoſtolical Churches } 51 | | | 
'That-in the Cantroverſie about Eafter,the Biſhops and 
Churches: of A{ia ſhould: be fa ill-Carechiſed as not to 
know this Principle of Chriſtian Religion, The neceſſity 
of Conformity of Dorine with the-Church of Rome ! 
That they ſhould never be preſſed with any ſuch Con- 
formity inall things, but only with the particular Tradi 
tion of the Weſtern Churches in that point | | 
That Jrexeus and many other Biſhops notwithſtanding, 


Ad hane Eccleſiam neceſſe eſt omnem convenire Eccleſiam, 


ſhould nor yer think that aneceſſary Do&rine, nor a ſuf- 
ficient ground of Excommunication, which the Church of 
Rome thought robe lo 1 © Bey 7 36! 

- Thar St, Cyprian and che Biſhops of Afri4 ſhould: be 
ſo ill-inftruced in their Faith, as not to know this Founs 
dation of it | | =M 


— 


=. | 
-. That they likewilowere never urged with any (uch ge? 
ceſſity of Cnvemiey with the Chufch of Rome? agr'ever 


charged with Herefie or.Errour for denyingof it 1: 


hat when, £745. joyned in Conamunion: with the 
ſhould nat þe the Church, and the Guide ofthe Faith. . 
That never any Herctigks for five pes Wer Chriſt were 
preſſed with this Argument of the Tnfollilility of the pre» 
ſent Church of Rome, ax.chax with the {rial aft as 
adiſioe Hergpe, fo Er ylvp4 ſhayld have cauſe 
to ſay, Ante tempong Concyluy Ncen: quiſyue (ioe pivebat, & © 
par uns reſpeFus habebatur ad Beclefam KomAam | 
Thatthe Ecceſiaftical try of theſe times, mentions no 
AS of Antharithofthe Church af Rowe over otherChurches; 
as if thereſhould be a Monarchy, and the K 1g for ſome 
Ages gagether (hpuld exerciſe no Ae of Furiſd:8:03 in it 1 


- * That to ſupplythis defeR, the Devretal Epifiles ſhould 


be ſo impudently forged , which in a manner ſpeak no- 
thing elſe but Reges & Monerchas, I mean the Popes ma- 
ras Tous to exercile Authority over all other Churches 1 
That the Africaz Churches in Saint Auffin's rime ſhould 
be ignorant that the Pope was Headof the Church, and 
Judge of Appeals Jure Divine, and thar there was ane- 
ceffity of Conformity with the Church in this and all 
other points of Dbarine 1 '-. i - - 

Nay that the Popes themſelves ſhould beſo ignorant of 
the ground of this their Authority , as to pretend to it, 
not upon Scripture or Univerſal Tradition ; but upon an 


_ imaginary pretended Noa-ſuh-Canop of the Council of 


ices 
That Vincentius Litinenſis ſeeking for a Guide of his 
Faith and a Preſervation from Herefie, ſhould be igno- 
| rance 


t W 3- 
- of this ſo ready 7 an one, the Tifhlins the Church 
of 'Rome ET 

Alltheſe things, and more, are very: iranoe to 
me, if the 1»fall, 6 czny 


tion of our Faith : and therefore 1 beſeech you' pardon 
me, if I choſe mine uponorne thit is much firmer and ſa. 
fer, and lies opeh to none of theſe ObjeRions, which is 
Sor; cripture and V7 verſul'Ti raditios, es | 
 Andif onethat is of th& Fith, may” have leave > 
to as I will, ſubſcribe with "hand and heart, -.* - 
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